


 

Asbestos poses a very small risk in homes built after the 1990s
and in older homes that are well-maintained. 

If asbestos-containing materials degrade or are disrupted
through renovation, fibers may be released into the air, creating
a greater risk of inhalation and possible health effects 

Asbestos exposure has not
been linked with causing or
worsening asthma.

Children may be at higher
risk of asbestos-related
illness due to greater intake
of contaminated soil or dust
while playing, and increased
opportunity for effects later
in life

 

Asbestosis - a serious
condition in workers, causes
pleural disease and lung
damage. Others not
affected right away may be
at risk for developing lung
cancer, mesothelioma, and
other forms of cancers. 

Until recently, Canada was one of the world’s leading
producers of asbestos. The last mines were shut down in
2011. While older properties may still contain asbestos, its use
has declined greatly. Health Canada offers guidelines for
managing asbestos present in homes and schools.

Risks of Asbestos 

Health Effects From Asbestos Exposure 

Health effects primarily 
 following exposures from
work

The impact of asbestos on health depends on the amount and type of asbestos
fibers in the air.
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Contact the Children’s Environmental Health Clinic (ChEHC):
Website: www.chehc.ualberta.ca
Phone: 780-735-2443
E-mail: chehc@albertahealthservices.ca




