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In older homes signs of mold, including water damage or a
musty odor should be investigated as they could contribute
to poor indoor air quality. 

Previous smokers and pets in the home may reduce air
quality, especially if the home has carpet, which traps dust
and allergens.

In brand new and recently renovated homes, off-gassing of
VOCs may temporarily (several weeks) contribute to poor air
quality and unwanted odors. Extra fans and opening windows
during this time is recommended.

Families should consider the social characteristics of the
neighborhood, including schools, walkability, green spaces,
playgrounds, and community support. Also consider
environmental allergens (e.g. pollen) and nearby areas that
may use chemical herbicides such as golf courses.
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