
 

Learning from Incidents 

 
  
 

Preventing Cuts: Opening Ampules and Vials 
 

What Happened? 

 

There have been injuries to staff reported recently while attempting to 
break open ampules or vials. Staff can cut their thumb and finger when 
the glass ampule shatters or exposes a sharp edge. 

“I was breaking an ampule for a patient's morphine dose and when I 
broke the ampule a piece of glass was sticking up and cut my right 
thumb while I broke the ampule.” 
 
“While opening an ampule of hydralazine, the glass ampule broke into 
several small pieces and one cut my thumb” 
 

Factors 

 Six staff per year reported cuts from opening glass ampules. 
 Risk to staff and affiliates of infection to blood borne pathogens due 

to open wounds. 
 Risk of cross-contamination of medication affecting patient safety. 
 Damaged ampules may be wasted increasing cost of expensive medications  
 Staff that are unable to properly perform hand hygiene may affect staffing and ability to provide patient 

care. 
 

 

Where Can I Get More Information or Assistance? 

Review the Sharps Handling Policy 

Contact your Leader if you have a health and safety question, concern or suggestion. 

 
 
 
 
  

Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility at LHSC 

How Can We Prevent or Minimize This Incident?   
 When appropriate use a disposable ampule breaker.  

HMMS #118249 - Cost $22.50/box of 100 or $0.23 each 
 
 Many ampules have a dot on the neck. Face the dot away from you 

 to snap off   
 

 To safely open the ampule, follow the instruction sheet on the next page.  
 
 Dispose ampule and ampule breaker into the pharmacy waste container 

 

http://appserver.lhsc.on.ca/policy/search_res.php?polid=OHS013&live=1
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=100&hl=en&biw=1360&bih=567&tbm=isch&tbnid=1IWMkOwSdM7ByM:&imgrefurl=http://qlicksmart.com/files/brochures/SNB320701A5_SnapIT_BrochureA4_All_America.pdf&docid=HC5BCsFlkCkNaM&imgurl=x-raw-image:///ce7412ec908c85d41860f719f405c0b504c0f52892d2b52311b336274b81e658&w=607&h=579&ei=qUc8UtGrM6i82gWZ8YHICQ&zoom=1


 

 


