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DESCRIPTION of PRODUCT 
• Voluven is NOT a blood product. 

• 6% Hydroxy Ethyl Starch (130/0.4) in 0.9% Sodium Chloride. 

• Supplied in freeflex® packaging which features PVC and latex free flexible infusion bag. 

• Demonstrated effective plasma volume expansion for 4 to 6 hours. 

 

AVAILABILITY of PRODUCT 
• 250mL and 500mL size Voluven is stocked in all LHSC/SJHC Blood Transfusion Laboratories 

• It is also issued for stock, to certain patient care areas that have high and/or urgent need for 
Voluven.  

 

STORAGE of PRODUCT 
• Store at Room Temperature (15 - 25oC). 

• Avoid excessive heat and freezing. 
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CLINICAL INDICATIONS (see package insert for additional contraindications) 
• Treatment of hypovolemia when plasma volume expansion is required. 

• Does not contain IgA: recommended product for volume replacement in patients with anti-IgA. 

CONTRAINDICATIONS 
• Patients with fluid overload or cases of pulmonary edema and congestive cardiac failure. 

• Known hypersensitivity to hydroxyethyl starch. 

• Renal failure with oliguria or anuria not related to hypovolemia. 

• Patients with severe hypernatremia or severe hyperchloremia. 

• Patients with intracranial bleeding. 

 

REQUESTS for VOLUVEN 
• Issued as requested.  No BTL specimen required. 

• Product will be issued ‘patient specific’ for areas that do not stock Voluven. 

• Product will be issued for stock, in the areas that have been approved for stocking Voluven, 
 

ADMINISTRATION of PRODUCT 
• Do NOT administer product if on visual inspection: 

o the product is past the expiry date 
o the product looks turbid, has a dark color, or there is a formation of a crystalline 

precipitate in the product. 

• Administer by intravenous infusion only. Blood Transfusion Set with 170-240µ filter is NOT 
required. 

• Compatible with 0.9% sodium chloride.  Mixing with other drugs should be avoided. 

• Rate of infusion is dependant on clinical situation and should be specified by ordering 
physician; however, the initial 10-20mL should be infused slowly, keeping the patient under 
close observation due to possible anaphylactoid reactions. 

• Total volume is dependant on clinical situation.  In clinical trials, infusions up to 33mL / kg / day 
were most commonly used.  

• The Practical Guide to Infusion with Voluven ® (see excerpt, Appendix A) provides step-by-
step instructions for removing outer wrap, accessing BLUE infusion port, and spiking product. 
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 
• Voluven is not a blood product, but when issued for a specific patient, a label from the Blood 

Transfusion Lab will be sent.  This label should be placed in the lab section of the patient’s chart (see 
Section H Administration of Blood Products – XII: Documentation).  Volume of Voluven administered 
should also be documented in the Fluid Balance sheets. 

• If the product was not obtained from the Blood Transfusion Lab, the volume of Voluven should be noted 
in either the Fluid Balance sheets, or in the OR record. 

 

LINK to WEBSITE for PRESCRIBING INFORMATION 
Product monograph available at  
http://www.fresenius-kabi.ca/pdfs/Voluven%20Product%20Monograph%20Eng%20Oct07.pdf 

http://www.lhsc.on.ca/lab/bldbank/btm/H_adminprod.pdf
http://www.fresenius-kabi.ca/pdfs/Voluven%20Product%20Monograph%20Eng%20Oct07.pdf
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