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Award of excellence

The Multi-Organ Transplant Program received the 2008 Dean’s Award of
Excellence - Team Award, granted by the Schulich School of Medicine and
Dentistry at The University of Western Ontario.

Did you know?

* Over 4,100 transplants have been
performed since the MOTP began

in 1973
“For the past three decades, the Multi-Organ Transplant Program has been « The London region continues to have
a model of academic and clinical success,” says Dean Carol Herbert. “Not one of the highest organ donation
only have thousands of patients been cared for and undergone successful rates in Canada
transplant procedures, but the program’s visionary approach and research « In Ontario, there are currently more
contributions have led the way in Canada.” than 1,600 patients waiting for an

organ transplant

Technology improves transplant surgery

Transplant staff have started using new technology to enhance patient care. 4 )
In certain situations, kidneys are being maintained in new pulsatile perfusion
machines instead of being placed ‘on ice” prior to transplantation. By infusing
preservation fluid through the organs in a physiologic pulsatile fashion, the
transplanted organ maintains improved vitality during storage.

The new machines have enhanced patient care by improving immediate
function of the kidney transplants. This has led to reduced need for
post-transplant dialysis and faster post-operative recovery. Hopefully,
we will find that this technology will lead to improved transplantation

success rates and organ transplant survival. e

New research chair will enhance patient care ™

Dr. Anthony Jevnikar, Co-Director of the Multi-Organ Transplant Program, was
recently named as the new Clinical Research Chair in Transplantation to find
ways to improve outcomes of organ transplants for patients.

“Basic research forms the basis of all our advances in patient care,”
Dr. Jevnikar says. “The return on this investment will be measured not only
in new research here, but in the lives of our patients with transplants.”

Co-funded by Wyeth Pharmaceuticals and the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research, the $1.1-million Chair will fund research by Dr. Jevnikar and his team
to look at how and why organs and tissues are damaged during transplant

surgery in order to find ways to extend the life of a transplanted organ. )
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MOMENTS CHANGING LIVES

Gold medals honour organ donors

Each year, families throughout the London region come together for the
annual Organ Donor Recognition Night giving the Multi-Organ Transplant
Program staff the opportunity to honour the individuals who have donated
an organ for transplantation.

Organ donors are presented with a
Gift of Life medal for their altruism.
The gold medal, collaboratively
designed by a London artist and
Transplant Program staff, has one
maple leaf engraved on top of
another symbolizing the transition
of one life to another.

The event was pioneered here at
London Health Sciences Centre 10
years ago, and is now being used in
a number of provinces using the
same gold medal to recognize the
generosity of donor families across
the country.

New transplant recruits
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Thank you for
supporting health
care excellence

The incredible generosity of our
community in the past fiscal year has
resulted in more than $744,000 (net)
in cash revenue being raised for the
Multi-Organ Transplant Program at
London Health Sciences Centre. More
than $80,000 was disbursed from
accumulated funds to the transplant
program in support of patient care
and constructing new facilities.

Patient Care
$42,666

Dr. Roberto Hernandez joined the Liver Transplant Team in January, and urologist Dr. Alp Sener will be joining the Kidney
Transplant Team in July. The new recruits, in addition to surgical transplantation, will be important in launching our living
donor liver program. Dr. Hernandez' specialized skills and Dr. Sener’s role as a clinician scientist in the Matthew Mailing

Centre will add to our research efforts in the area of preventing organ injury.
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