2009/2010 Translational Breast Cancer Research Traineeship Program

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, June 19, 2009
Description

The purpose of the Translational Breast Cancer Research Traineeship Program is to encourage and support translational breast cancer research by providing funding for Studentships and Postdoctoral Fellowships. This program is made possible by a major donation from the Breast Cancer Society of Canada to the Translational Breast Cancer Research Unit at the London Regional Cancer Program (LRCP), as well as donations from other groups interested in supporting translational breast cancer research. 

Eligibility Criteria

Trainees working under the supervision of any UWO faculty member who is actively engaged in breast cancer research are eligible and are invited to apply.  Proposals should have a strong focus on translational breast cancer research.  See the Translational Breast Cancer Unit’s web pages for more information on recently funded traineeships: http://www.lhsc.on.ca/Research_Training/LRCP/Research_and_Training_Opportunities/TBCRU2008.htm  

Application information is also available online at http://www.lhsc.on.ca/Research_Training/LRCP/Research_Groups/TranslationalBreastCancerResearch.htm   

Clinical research fellows engaged in translational breast cancer research are encouraged to contact the TBCRU Director, Dr. Ann Chambers directly, as other funding opportunities are also available.

Funding

Awards will be made for one (1) year. Competitive renewal applications may be submitted, with evidence of good progress.  It is expected that recipients of these awards will make every effort to obtain national or international funding, thus freeing up funds for another candidate as soon as possible. 

Value of Awards

· The value of the award is $22,138 for MSc students and $23,138 for PhD students.  Awards to Postdoctoral Fellows are $36,750 per annum.

NOTE: In addition to full awards, students and PDFs who are already recipients of competitive, partial external awards can apply to top up those external awards.

It is anticipated that the equivalent of 4 full studentships and 3 full postdoctoral fellowships will be awarded for 2009/2010. It is expected that applicants will be notified of competition results on or about AUGUST 1, 2009.   Awards will commence September 1, 2009 unless an alternate start date is requested. Recipients will be expected to apply for national or international funding at an early date to maximize the number of awards available.

Trainees will be expected to provide annual lay and scientific report to Dr. Ann Chambers, Director, TBCRU, and to participate actively in seminars to the TBCRI.  As well, students will be expected to participate in events relating to breast cancer fundraising.

How to Apply

Submit applications electronically as a single pdf file to Pat Findlay ( pat.findlay@Lhsc.on.ca ) Coordinator TBCRU applications, Cancer Research Laboratory Program, LRCP, by Friday, June 19, 2009.  Please also submit 4 paper copies no later than one week after this deadline; one of these hardcopies must have original signatures of the applicant, the mentor and the Department Chair. You will receive an email to confirm receipt of your electronic application.  Please assemble the following items, in the order specified, into a single pdf / hardcopy file; do not include any additional pages:
1. A 1-page Scientific Summary of the research project in translational breast cancer research, using the structured format provided below.

2. A short Lay Summary, maximum of 250 words, which can be used to explain to the fund donors the aims of the research project and its relevance to breast cancer patients.

3. A letter from the trainee describing how the research project fits within the translational breast cancer research aims of the program

4. A list of all external and internal stipend awards received and applications submitted. (Complete Attachment 1). 

5. If a renewal application, provide one page Scientific Progress Report describing progress during the tenure of the current award, and any presentations or publications produced, external funding received, i.e. OGS/ST, NSERC, SGS, CIHR etc., as well as a short Lay Progress Report (250 words maximum), in language suitable for reporting to fund donors.

6. An abbreviated CV of the trainee, including undergraduate and graduate transcripts (unofficial or PDF made from photocopy) and details of any graduate funding received or applied for. 

7. An abbreviated CV of the mentor (4 pages maximum), with evidence of sufficient operating funds to support the trainee's project and a list of publications in the last 5 years. 

Evaluation Criteria

Applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria: 

· Scientific quality of the project 

· Academic quality and accomplishments of the trainee

· Relevance of the project to translational breast cancer research

· Quality and appropriateness of the mentor 

Expectations and Reporting

· Trainees and mentors will be expected to participate actively in the Translational Research Seminar series sponsored by the Unit.  

· Annual lay and scientific reports are to be submitted to the Committee, which will be the basis of reports to the Breast Cancer Society of Canada and other donors.  

· Support from the program will be acknowledged in publications arising from the trainee’s research, as follows: Supported by a Studentship (or Post-doctoral Fellowship) from the Translational Breast Cancer Research Unit of the London Regional Cancer Program.
· Trainees and mentors may also be called upon to speak to the Breast Cancer Society of Canada or other donors as part of their fundraising efforts for breast cancer research. 

 Translational Breast Cancer Research Traineeship Program

SCIENTIFIC SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL (one page single spaced)
	Applicant's Name:
	


	Is this an MSc, PhD (specify Department), or PDF application?
	


	Mentor’s Name and Affiliation:
	


	PROJECT TITLE:
	

	

	


	BACKGROUND:



	OBJECTIVE:



	SPECIFIC AIMS:



	STUDY DESIGN:



	RELEVANCE TO BREAST CANCER:




BY SIGNING THE APPLICATION, I AGREE TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS AS OUTLINED

___________________________________

___________________________________


Signature of Applicant





Date

___________________________________

___________________________________


Signature of Mentor





Date

___________________________________

___________________________________

Signature of Department Chair



Date

INTERNAL/EXTERNAL FUNDING FORM 



ATTACHMENT I

Applicant Name:____________________________
Date: ______________________

Do you currently receive internal/external stipend funds?  □ Yes
□  No (please check)

If you answer "Yes", please complete Parts 1, 2 and 3.  If "No" proceed to Part 1B, 2 & 3.

Part 1: Sources of Funding

A. Please list all internal/external sources of competitive stipend award funding (i.e., SGS (Schulich Graduate Scholarship), WGRS, OGS, OGSST, NSERC, CIHR) and the amount per term from each source for the periods below:

Terms


Source



$ Amount/Term


Sept. - Dec. 2009
______________________

_________________

Jan. - April 2010
______________________

_________________

May - Aug. 2010
______________________

_________________

B. Submitted/Submitting application(s) for stipend funds: 

It is required that you apply to outside agencies as appropriate – if you have not applied for outside funding, please indicate here why you have not applied:

 ________________________________________________________________________.
Terms


Source



$ Amount/Term


Sept. - Dec. 2009
______________________

_________________

Jan. - April 2010
______________________

_________________

May - Aug. 2010
______________________

_________________

Part 2:  Program

A. For M.Sc. students only:  If you are planning to transfer to the Ph.D. program in your discipline, what is your anticipated transfer date?  _________________

If you have not yet made a decision to transfer please indicate this here:
_________________

Part 3:  Affirmation

In submitting this form, I affirm that the information is true.

Applicant:  ______________________Mentor Signature:  ______________________
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